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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Claim 3-5 recites the limitation "the pocket, the pipe socket, the bag" for the first 
and second elements. There is insufficient antecedent basis for this limitation in the 
claim since it is not known if the limitations are referring to the first or second element. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claims 1-5 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by OBZEKI 
(5,639,367). 

1 . The neck (top) of the bag (30B) has an edge part (connecting to 34) flanged 
against the outside thereof, which edge part is stabilized by a resiliently elastic element 
(col.3 l.56-col.4 1. 6) of substantially circular pipe shape, that the edge part is received in 
a correspondingly shaped tubular pocket (Fig.7 at 34), which is arranged on the inside 
of the pipe socket (34) at the outlet end thereof and which is open in the upstream 
direction (Fig.7). 
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2 The pipe socket comprises a pipe element, which at one end thereof is 
provided with the pocket and which with the second end thereof is connected to an 
outlet end of the supply air pipe (36). 

3. That an additional, second pipe socket (external frame of 21, Fig. 6) is provided 
and is generally concentrically connected to the first mentioned, first pipe socket (top of 
frame to 34, Fig. 6), that the pipe socket at the outlet end thereof on the inside thereof 
has a ring shaped pocket of a diameter deviating from the pocket of the first pipe socket 
and that is open in the upstream direction and receives an edge part of a bag (30A) 
fitting thereto (at M on frame of 21 ) and being flanged against the outside of the neck 
thereof, the flanged edge part of the bag belonging to the second pipe socket being 
stabilized by a resiliently elastic, substantially circular tubular element, which is received 
in the pocket (between the frame and 34) of the second pipe socket. 

4. The second pipe socket (frame of 21 ) has greater diameter than the first pipe 
socket (34) and is in the form of a pipe section that at the upstream end thereof carries 
sealing members (M) and is closely connected via the sealing members to the first pipe 
socket around the circumference thereof (Fig.7), the second pipe socket at the 
downstream end thereof having the pocket (between the frame and 34) for the flanged 
end part of the appurtenant bag (30A) thereof. 

5. An second pipe socket (frame of 21) is provided and is generally concentrically 
connected to the first mentioned, first pipe socket (34), that the pipe socket (frame of 

21 ) at the outlet end thereof on the inside thereof has a ring-shaped pocket of a 
diameter deviating from the pocket of the first pipe socket and that is open in the 
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upstream direction and receives an edge part of a bag (30A) fitting thereto and being 
flanged against the outside of the neck thereof (Fig. 7), the flanged edge part of the bag 
belonging to the second pipe socket being stabilized by a resiliently elastic (col. 3 1. 56- 
col.4 1. 6), substantially circular tubular element (edge of frame of 21 ), which is received 
in the pocket of the second pipe socket (Fig.7). 

Double Patenting 
Claims 1-5 of this application conflict with claims 1-2 of Application No. 
10/594066. 37 CFR 1 .78(b) provides that when two or more applications filed by the 
same applicant contain conflicting claims, elimination of such claims from all but one 
application may be required in the absence of good and sufficient reason for their 
retention during pendency in more than one application. Applicant is required to either 
cancel the conflicting claims from all but one application or maintain a clear line of 
demarcation between the applications. See MPEP § 822. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Samantha A. Miller whose telephone number is 571-272 
9967. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Thursday 8:00 - 4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Steve McAllister can be reached on 571-272-6785. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
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published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 

Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 

For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 

you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 

Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 

USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 

system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

Samantha Miller 
Examiner 
Art Unit 3749 
4/27/2009 



/Steven B. McAllister/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 3749 



